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JOH! LENNON/PAUL FRANCUC’! 


SOVIET TINE COMB CTHE NEW REPUSLIC) 
MASTERS OF CABSLE CHARPERS) 


HERE IS , “ITH FROM THE 


MAGAZINE RACK, A REVIE\’ OF ARTICLES O! TIMELY TOPICS 


FROM HNAGAZINWES PUBLISHFD IN THE UNITED STATES. TODAY, 
A DISCUSSION OF THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL TRENDS OF ETHNIC 
MINORITY GROUPS IM THE SOVIET UNION FROM THE NEW REPUGLIC ... 


AlID, A LOOK ATA SPECIAL KIND OF LANGUAGE PROBLEM, 


EDWARD KEENAN, DIRECTOR OF THE HARVARD RUSSIAN RESEARCH 
CENTER AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY, \IRITES THAT FOR THE FIRST 

TINE SINCE THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IN NINETEEN SEVENTEEN, 
ETHNIC RUSSIANS ARE Il) THE MINORITY WITHIN THE POPULATIO? 

OF THE SOVIET UNION. WRITING IN THE NEW REPUCLIC, MISTER 
KEENAN SAYS THAT ETHI!IC RUSSIANS STILL OUTNUMBER MEMBERS 

OF OTHER GROUPS, CUT THAT THOSE GROUPS == \VIHEM TAKEN 

TOGETHER == NOW REPRESENT A MAJORITY OF THE SOVIET POPULATION, 
THIS IS A FACT, HE NOTES, ‘!HICH HAS ESCAPED THE ATTENTION 

OF MOST PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE SOVIET UNION -- AND PARTICULARLY 


THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. HE CONTINUES: 


"IT 1S NOT HARD TO ESTADLISH THE REASONS FOR AMERICANS! 
LACK OF AWARENESS ... LIKE OTHER DEFICIENCIES OF THE 

COMHON PERCEPTION OF THE U=-S=S-R, IT ARISES FROM A LACK 

OF GOOD INFORIIATION. -<- ASSIDUOUSLY CONCEALED BY SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES == AND A TENDENCY TO CONCEIVE OF THE SOVIET 
"ETHNICS' IN TERMS OF DOMESTIC ANALOGIES -- AS SMALL GROUPS 


OF DERACINATED, GHETTOIZED AND 'HYPHENATED' FOLK, WHO 
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VOICE: SPEAK 'DIALECTS', WHO ARE MOVING TOWARD RUSSIFICATION 
CCONT'D) 
AND THE MAIIUSTREAI, Ai!ID ARE DISTINGUISHABLE ONLY TO THE 
TRAINED EYE FROM 'REAL RUSSIA!HS.' SUCH HAS NEVER GEEN 
THE CASE, ATID AS THE AMALYSIS OF PRESENT DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS 
SHOWS, MOST OF THE SIGNIFICANT NON-RUSSIAN NATIONALITIES -~ 
HOST OF \THOSE LANGUAGES ARE NO MORE LIKE RUSSIAN THAN 
THEY ARE LIME ENGLISH -- ARE WITH EACH YEAR BECOMING MORE 
ATTACHED TO Ai!ID CONCE!!TRATED It! THEIR HISTORICAL HOMELANDS, 


LESS RUSSIFIED, AND MORE IMPORTANT, MORE NUMEROUS." 


EDITOR: ELABORATING, HISTER KENNAN DRA'S ON THE AVAILABLE STATISTICS 
REGARDING POPULATIO! TREWDS AND GRO''Ti! IN THE SOVIET UNION, 


HE VRITESS 


VOICE: "CURRENT FIGURES AND PROJECTIONS ARE SOiCVHAT DIFFICULT 
TO COME BY, BUT EVEN THE RESULTS OF THE NINETEEN SEVENTY 
CENSUS, AS INTERPRETED CY LUBOI‘tYR HAJDO OF THE RUSSIAN 
RESEARCH CEI!TER, YIELD THE FOLLOWING INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS: 
FIRST, \HILE IN NINETEEN SEVENTY THE GREAT RUSSIANS STILL 
COMPRISED SOME FIFTY-THREE PERCENT OF THE POPULATION, 
THE GREAT RUSSIAN POPULATION HAD INCREASED ONLY BY THIRTEEN 
PERCENT OR ROUGHLY FIFTEEN MILLION PERSONS SINCE THE 
PREVIOUS CENSUS OF NINETEE!! FIFTY=I1INE, YIHEREAS THE 
USLII) POPULATION -- TURKIC AND IRANIAN PEOPLES -- HAD 
INCREASED SY ROUGHLY FIFTY PERCENT, OR THIRTEEN MILLION; 
SECOND, THE AVERAGE PERCE:!TAGE OF RUSSIAN POPULATION IN 
THE NOMINAL MUSLIM REPUBLICS -- THE UZBEK S=S=R, TADJIK 
$-S=-R, AND OTHERS -- DECLINED IN THE SAME PERIOD FROIi 
TVENTY-TWO PERCENT TO EIGHTEEN PERCENT; INDEED, IN ALMOST 


EVERY REPUBLIC == EXCEPT THE RUSSIAN REPUBLIC -- THE 
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VOICE: 
CCONT'D) PROPORTION OF 'NATIVES' IS RISING, AS A RESULT OF 


DE|IOGRAPHIC DYNANMISI, THE EMIGRATION OF RUSSIANS, AND 

THE 'INGATHERING' OF LOCAL POPULATIONS FROM NEIGHBORING 
REPUBLICS; THIRD, THE ‘HUSLIIi' POPULATIONS ARE RELATIVELY 
YOUNG == AND HAVE ACCORDINGLY HIGHER BIRTH RATES; 

FULLY FIFTY-T'¥0 PERCENT OF THE 'MUSLIIi' POPULATIONS WERE 
UNDER FIFTEE!M YEARS OF AGE IN NINETEEN SEVENTY, THE 
CORRESPONDING FIGURE FOR RUSSIANS BEING ONLY TWENTY-EIGHT 
PERCENT; AND FOURTH, THE NATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS BY AGE 
GROUPS SHO\' REMARKABLE CHAHGES IN THE PERIOD BET''CEN 
CENSUSES; WHILE THE RATIS OF RUSSIANS TO MUSLIMS IN THE 
ONE TO TE!! AGE GROUP WAS FIVE-AND=-A-HALF TO ONE IN 
NINETEEN FIFTY-!'INE, IT \'AS ONLY TWO-AND-A=HALF TO ONE 

IN NINETEEN SEVENTY; TO CITE AN EXTREME BY INDICATIVE 
EXAMPLE, THE PROPORTION OF UZBEKS TO RUSSIANS IN MY SON'S 
GENERATION -- AGE ONE TO TEN -- IS ALMOST FIVE TIMES THAT 
IN HY ON AGE GROUP. FIGURES AND TRENDS LIKE THESE HAVE 
CAUSED SUCH THOUGHTFUL, IF DISSIMILAR, INDIVIDUALS 

AS ANDREI SAKHAROV AND ANDREI AMALRIK TO RANK THE ‘NATIONAL 
QUESTION' AS THE SECOND MOST IMPORTANT PROLLEN FACING 
SOVIET SOCIETY -- AFTER THE STAGGERING ECONOMY -- AND 
PROMPTED ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN TO FORMULATE ONE OF HIS 
MOST CONTROVERSIAL PROPOSALS == FOR THE ‘RETURN OF RUSSIA 
TO THE RUSSIAHS,' THAT IS, THE DISMEMBERNENT OF THE 


U-jS=S=R, F 


EDITOR: MISTER KENNAN TRACES THE ETHNOLOGICAL HISTORY OF WHAT IS 
NOW! THE SOVIET UNION FRO!i THE CLOSING DAYS OF THE NINETEENTH 


CENTURY UP THROUGH THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF NINETEEN 


EDITOR: 
CCONT'D) 


VOICE: 
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SEVENTEEN == AMD TOTES THAT ETHNIC RUSSIANS BEFORE AND 
SINCE HAVE HATITITATHED A DOMINANT ROLE IN THE POLITICS 

OF THE REGION, BUT HE NOTES THAT THE PRESENT TREND TOYVARD 
NATIONALISM I!! THE SOVIET UNION RECEIVED ITS GREATEST 


PUSH WITH THE COLLAPSE OF THE CZARS, 


"THE COLLAPSE OF THE RUSSIA! EMPIRE LED IN THE HOST 
DEVELOPED REGIONS TO TiiE FORMATION OF INDEPENDENT 
REPUBLICS: SOHNE SOCIALIST, OTHERS SIMPLY NATIONAL, 

BUT, I!) A GRINDING PROCESS OF RESTORATION THAT LASTED 

FROM MINETEENM EIGHTEEN TO NINETEEN FORTY, THE BOLSHEVIK 
LEADERSHIP CRUSHED THESE FLEDGLING NATIONAL PARTIES 

AND THDEPENDEFCE MOVEMENTS AS THEY DID ALL OTHER PARTIES 
AND FORMS OF INIDEPE!MDENCE, AID, BY THE END OF ''ORLD \WAR 
TO \IHEN THE RENATNING FRAGHE'TS OF THE OLD EMPIRE \/ERE 
GATHERED It!, RE-ESTADCLISHED RUSSIAN DOMINATION. THE 
STALINIST "NATIONALITIES POLICY', CHARACTERIZED BY 

SEVERE CENTRALIZED, STRICT STANDARDIZATION AND A CULTURAL 
POLICY DETERIiINED BY THE SLOGAN ‘NATIONAL IN FORM, 
SOCIALIST IN CONTENT,' WAS, LIKE MOST OF STALIN'S POLICIES, 
BRUTALLY E:!IFORCED THROUGHOUT THE U=-S=-S-R, NATIVE 
POLITICAL AND CULTURAL ELITES WERE -- LIKE THEIR RUSSIAN 
COUNTERPARTS == EFFECTIVELY DESTROYED. THE FABRIC OF 
LOCAL RELIGIOUS AND TRIGAL AND FAMILY LIFE WAS WONTONLY 
RENT IN WAVES OF FORCED SOCIAL AND ECONOHiIC CHANGE. IN 
SOME CASES, WHOLE ETHNIC GROUPS -- THE CRIMEAN TATARS, THE 
VOLGA GERMANS, THE CHECHEN-INGUSH -- WERE FORCIBLY DEPORTED 


FROM THEIR HOMELANDS. THE SCALES OF HISTORY, HOVEVER, 


VOICE: 
CCONT'D) 


EDITOR: 


VOICE: 
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ARE COMPLEX SPRING=SCALES, VIHOSE HOST RESILIENT COILS 

ARE THE ETERNAL RENEWAL OF HUMAN CULTURE AND THE INDESTRUCT- 
ABILITY OF THE SPIRIT. AND IT IS NOW BECOMING CLEAR THAT 
THE VERY 'SUCCESS' OF THE STALINIST POLICY -=- FOR IT 
ACHIEVED ITS OBJECTIV®S, AT GREAT COST == HAS SET IN 
HOTION FORCES THAT VILL SORELY STRAIN THE SOVIET SYSTEM 
FOR DECADES TO COME. '‘'SUCCESS' HERE MUST BE HEASURED 
AGAINST THE ORIGINAL SOVIET OBJECTIVFS, WHICH WERE -- IN 

A AIX THAT VARIED \VIITH REGION -- TO DESTROY EFFECTIVE 
MOVEMENT OF NATIONAL LIBERATION; TO ERADICATE 'FEUDAL' 

AND "NATIONAL-BOURGEOQUIS' SOCIAL ELEMENTS THAT HAD 
SUPPORTED SUCH HOVEIIENTS; AND TO BRING THESE AREAS, 
PARTICULARLY THE NON-EUROPEAN ONES, ‘INTO THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY' THROUGH MASSIVE PROGRAMS OF INDUSTRIAL AND 
SOCIAL-OVERHEAD INVESTHENT. AS ANY VISITOR TO THE NON- 
RUSSIAN AREAS CAN OBSERVE, THE RESULTS, PARTICULARLY UNDER 


THE LAST RUBRIC, REPRESENT A MOST IMPRESSIVE ACHIEVEMENT." 


MISTER KEENAM NOTES THAT SOVIET ACHIEVEHENTS IN CARRYING 
OUT THESE POLICIES HAVE BEEI! STRIKING -- GUT ARE ALSO 


SOMEWHAT IRONIC. HE CONTINUES: 


"AS ONE REFLECTS ON THE CURRENT BROAD TRENDS IN THE NON- 
RUSSIAN REPUBLICS, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE STALINIST 
POLICY HAS ACCOMPLISHED WHAT THE MARTYRED "NATIONAL 
REVIVALISTS' HAD SET OUT TO DO =-- WITH A SPEED AND 
THOROUGHNESS THAT WAS GEYOHD THEIR FONDEST DREAMS: IT HAS 
CREATED THE ECONONIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL PRECONDITIONS 


FOR THE EMERGENCE OF TRULY MODERN NATIONS; IT HAS, WITH 
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VOICE: 
CCONT'D) LITTLE EFFORT, BROKE!'! THE TARRIERS TO MODERN NATION- 


BUILDING THAT SO FRUSTRATE THE LEADERS OF EMERGENT NATIONS 
AROUND THE WORLD. STALIN'S POLICIES DESTROYED THE OLDER 
HATIVE POLITICAL ELITES, BUT THESE WERE, LIKE THE FIRST 
LEADERSHIPS OF MANY FORMER COLONIAL AREAS, ISOLATED AND 
RELATIVELY DIFFERENT GROUPS, WESTERNIZED AND BROUGHT INTO 
CONTACT WITH NATIOHALIST IDEAS IN SAINT PETERSBURG, PARIS 
OR SERLIT! OR -= IN THE CASE OF TURKIC GROUPS -- 
CONSTANTIMOPLE. AND IN THEIR PLACES SOVIET POLICY HAS 
CREATED ité\! ELITES == CORRUPT AND SOVIETIZED AT THE 

TOP, IT IS TRUE, BUT SOCIALLY AND CULTURALLY REPRESENTATIVE, 
BROAD-BASED AND LINKED THROUGH COMM GI! EXPERIENCE WITH 
THETR NATIONS IN A \IAY THAT THE PREVIOUS LEADERSHIPS 

COULD H!10T GE -- AND INDFED FE\! NON-EUROPEAN LEADERSHIP 
GROUPS ARE ANYVWNERE, THERE IS ANOTHER IRONY. WHILE THE 
CAREER PATTERNS OF RUSSIAN PARTY FUNCTIOIMARIES, BECAUSE 

OF THE FELT NEED TO HAVE RUSSIANS REPRESENTED IN THE 

LOCAL HIERARCHIES, TEND TO BE ‘ALL-UNION'--CREZHIEV'S 
CLIWG INCLUDED STINTS CTOURS OF DUTY) IN THE UKRAINE AND 
MOLDAVIA == THE CAREERS OF NON=RUSSIANS, PARTICULARLY NON- 
SLAVS, TEND TO BE TIED TO THEIR LOCALITY AND NATION. THE 
FACT THAT THE ASIA AND CAUCASIAN REPRESENTATIVES -- 
RUNAEV, ABAEV, DEHIRJIAN -- OUTDID ALL OTHERS IN 
OBSEQUIOUSNESS AND MENDACITY IN THE SPEECHES AT THE LAST 
PARTY CONGRESS IS PROPABLY LESS AN INDICATION OF THE 
WEAKNESS OF THEIR POWER BASE THAN A SIGN OF THE PRICE 


THEY ARE WILLING TO PAY TO RETAIN IT." 


EDITOR: 


VOICE: 


EDITOR: 
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MISTER KEENAN NOTES A THIND AND, IN HIS VIEW, MOST 
SIGNIFICANT IRONY, IM TRE CTHMNIC RUSSIAN MOVE TO FORCE 
MINORITY GROUPS TO ADOPT A STANDARD SOVIET CULTURE BASED 


ON THE RUSSIAN IHiODEL. HE CONTINUES: 


"IT IS ALREADY EVIDENT THAT BY SUPPRESSING THE EMBRYONIC 
MODERN LITERARY LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES THAT THE "NATIONAL 
REVIVALISTS' HAD CREATED, THE RUSSIANS HAVE CREATED IN THEIR 
PLACE A FAR HORE EFFECTIV? AMD WIDELY POPULAR ONE, THE 
HALLMARKS OF MODERN NATIOJAL CULTURAL LIFE...ONCE THE 
NATIONAL REPUBLICS HAD BEZI! CREATED, AND ONCE THE PONDEROUS 
APPARATUS OF SOVIET SOCIAL AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS WAS 
ESTABLISHED IN EACH REPUBLIC AND NATIONAL AREA -- SOME 
NATIONS, SUCH AS THE VOLGA TATARS, HAVE AUTONOMQUS REPUBLICS 
WITHIN THE RUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST -- THE COLOSSAL FORCES 
OF INTEGRATION AND NATION-SUILOING WERE RELEASED. THERE 
CAN, OF COURSE, BE LITTLE QUESTION THAT CENTRAL CONTROL 

OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL POLICY MEANT THAT LOCAL LANGUAGES 
WERE GENERALLY 'RUSSIFIED', AND THAT THE CONTENT OF BOOKS 
AND TEACHING MATERIALS \WAS CENSORED, \VIRETCHEDLY DISTORTED, 
AND IN GENERAL MADE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE LIKE THE PAP 

THE RUSSIANS SERVED THEIiSELVES. IN ADDITION, STRONG 


PRESSURE YAS EXERTED TO ENCOURAGE THE LEARNING OF RUSSIAN." 


MISTER KEENAN WRITES THAT AS THE LATEST CENSUS DATA SHO}'S, 
THESE POLICIES OVER THE YEARS HAVE NOT RESULTED IN THE 
DISAPPEARANCE OF NATIONAL LANGUAGES AND CULTURES, BUT HAVE 
INSTEAD CONTRIBUTED TO THEIR SPREADING AND CONSOLIDATION, 


THE AUTHOR CONTINUES: 


VOICE: 


FROM THE MAGAZINE RACK NO. 94 PAGE 8 
"ALTHOUGH RUSSIA! CONTINUES TO SPREAD AS A SECOND LANGUAGE, 
LANGUAGE SHIFTS == THAT IS THE NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS OF A 
GIVEN NATION \IHO DECLART AS 'NATIVE' SOME OTHER LANGUAGE -=~ 
INDICATE THAT AS A GENERAL RULE IT IS THE DOMINANT LOCAL 
LANGUAGE THAT IS THE GAIT'ER,. THUS, FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE 
UZBEK REPUGLIC, VHERE THE OFFICIAL UZSEK LITERARY LANGUAGE 
IS THE LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION, ADMINISTRATION AND COMLON 
DAILY USE, SUCH MINORITIES AS KARA-KALPAKS, KAZAKHS AND EVEN 
SOME RUSSIAN AND UKRALIIAI GROUPS IN RURAL AREAS ARE IN 

FACT BECOMING 'UZBEKICIZED." A SIMILAR PROCESS IS UNDERI\AY 
IN BDYELORUSSIA, WHERE BET.EEN! MINETEEN FIFTY<1!INE AND 
NIVETEEN SEVENTY THE NUMBER OF POLES WHO CLAINED BYELORUSSIA!! 
AS THEIR WATIVE LANGUAGE CLIVIBED FROM) FORTY-SEVEN PERCENT TO 
SEVENTY-SIX PERCFHT. EVEN THE VOLGA GERNANS, ‘\IHO PRESERVED 
THEIR LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FOR TWO CENTURIES IN THEIR ORIGINAI 
VOLGA SETTLEIIENTS BUT “'ERE EXILED DURING WORLD WAR TWO TO 
KAZAKHSTAN NO! FIND THEIR CHILDRE!! ABANDONING GERHAr! FOR 
S<AZAKH, THUS IN MANY AREAS, THE ESTABLISHIiIENT OF OFFICIAL 
LITERARY LANGUAGES == LIKE ALL LITERARY LANGUAGES, SOMEWHAT 
ARTIFICIAL AND LEARNED -- HAS NOT ONLY PERNITTED THE 
INTRODUCTION OF HEAR-UNIVERSAL LITERACY, BUT HAS ALSO 
FOSTERED THE SEt!SE OF A COMION LINGUISTIC AND LITERARY 
HERITAGE, REDUCED THE VARIETY AND DEGREE OF DIALECT 
DIFFERENCES, AND EVEN BROUGIIT TO BEAR ON SHALL ALIEN 
POPULATIONS THE USUAL FORCES LEADING TO LANGUAGE CHANGE <- 
STANDARD SCHOOLING, INFLUENCE OF THE HEDIA AND CAREER 


OPPORTUNITIES." 
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EDITOR: ALL OF THIS, WRITES MISTER KEENAN, HAS CONTRIBUTED TO 

AN ATMOSPHERE THAT WAS PROMPTED MANY ETHNIC MINORITY GROUPS 

IN THE SOVIET UNION TO THI‘: OF THEMSELVES AS NATIONAL 

ENTITIES, RATHER THAI! AS COMPONENT PARTS OF RUSSIAN- 

DOMINATED SOVIET LIFE. Tii#E AUTHOR NOTES THAT THE SOVIET 

LEADERSHIP IS AWARE OF THIS PROBLEN, BUT HAS NOT YET DEVELOPETC 

A CLEAR POLICY TO DEAL WITH! IT. MISTER KEENAN CONCLUDES 


HIS ARTICLE: 


"CMOSCOW) IS AWARE OF THE "DEMONSTRATION EFFECT’ OF 
NATIONAL=LIBERATION HOVENEMTS AROUND THE WORLD, AND ITS 
ENTHUSIASIi FOR SUCH, ONCE PLAYED HEAVILY UPON IN THE 
PROPAGAI!IDA PROVIDED FOR THE CENTRAL ASIAN NATIONS IN 
PARTICULAR, HAS WANED, EVEN AMERICAN 'ETHNIC' LITERATURE, 
PARTICULARLY BLACK LITERATURE, HAS, AFTER A BRIEF OFFICIAL 
VOGUE, CEEN PLAYED DO\IN BECAUSE OF ITS ‘DESTRUCTIVE! 
POTENTIAL. THE REGINiE IS EQUALLY AWARE OF THE DANGER OF 
"SPILL-OVER' PROBLEIIS: A IAJOR FACTOR IN THE DECISION TO 
INVADE CZECHOSLOVAKIA WAS THE FEAR OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS ON 
THE NEIGHCORING UXRAINE; THE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT OF THE 
CREATION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL IS A PRODLENM ‘WHOSE 
IfiPLICATIONS HAVE STILL NOT BEEN DEALT WITH. THE SOVIETS 
KNOW BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE THAT MANY OF THEIR NATIONAL 
MINORITIES STRADDLE THEIR CORDERS, THAT MOLDAVIANS ARE BY 
MOST CRITERIA RUMANTIAI!S, THAT THE AZERBAIJANI ARE SPLIT 
ALHOST EVENLY WITH IRAM, THAT THEIR TADJUIKS ARE CULTURALLY 
AND LINGUISTICALLY IRANIANS, THAT, FINALLY, MANY OF THEIR 
CENTRAL ASIAN NATIONS HAVE COMPATRIOTS IN THE PEOPLE'S 


REPUBLIC OF CHINA. AND, OF COURSE, THEY ARE AWARE THAT 


EDITOR: 
CCONT'D) 
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IT IS HOT ONLY THE JE!'S WHO HAVE LINKS TO SIZEACLE AND 
VIGOROUS DIASPORA COHiUiITIZS IM THE WESTERN DEMOCRACIES; 

It! THE UNITED STATES, If! PARTICULAR, UKRAINIAN, ARMENIAN, 
LATVIAN, LITHUANIAN AND CYELORUSSIAI COMMUNITIES FOLLOW 
DEVELOPIHIENTS Il) THE U-S-S=R, SUPPORT 'SAIiIZDAT' PUBLICATIONS 
ABROAD, AND, ON OCCASION, INFLUENCE FOREIGI! POLICY. FINALLY, 
THE SOVIETS ARE BECONING AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THE MAJOR 
GLOBAL PRODLEIiS AND STRUGGLES THAT YIILL SHAPE THE NEXT 

FE\! DECADES =-- THE 'HOMT!;-SOUT!I' STRUGGLE, THE BATTLE TO 
ACHIEVE A SOLUTION TO THE FOOD-FUEL-POPULATION EQUATION -- 
WILL TAKE PLACE IN SOME FORM WITHIt: THE U-S-S-R ITSELF. 
EVERY LOVELY LITTLE JZBC% BABY THAT IS BORI! AND EVERY 

LITTLE RUSSIA! THAT ISN'T MAKES IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE 
U-S=S=R TO TAKE A FORTHRIGHT STAND ON POPULATION GRO!!TH 

Ii] THE IMTERMATIONAL CONTEXT. WITHESS THE U-S-S-R'S 
ALLIANCE WITH THE VATICA’’ AT THE RECENT U-N CONFERENCE IN 


BUCHAREST. EVERY CHANGD IN THE PRICE AND INTERNATIONAL 
CONTROL OF PETROLEUIi RAISES INEVITACLE QUESTIONS ABOUT 


THE INTERNAL PRICE AND CONTROL OF SOVIET OIL, WHICH 
"BELONGS It! A SEIISE NOT TO THE RUSSIANS, BUT TO 
AZERCAIJANIS, GASHKIRS, TURKHEN AND YUKUTS. EVERY 
FLUCTUATION IN THE AVAILABILITY OF FOOD GRAINS RAISES 

THE QUESTION OF THE BALANCE CETIEEN THE EUROPEAN 
AGRICULTURAL REGIONS AND THE ASIAN AREAS =-- NO LONGER, AS 

A RESULT OF THEIR POPULATION EXPLOSION, SELF SUFFICIENT -- 
AiID THE QUESTION! OF WHETHER THEY SHOULD GRO!; COTTON, AS 

THE PLAN REQUIRES, OR FOOD. THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SOVIET 
SYSTEM DEALS WITH THESE QUESTIONS DURING THE REMAINDER OF 


THIS CENTURY Wl. BF OF CONSTNFRARILF IMPORTANCE TO US ALL." 


EDITOR: 


EDITOR: 


VOICE: 
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THE VIEWS OF EDVARD KEENAN, DIRECTOR OF THE HARVARD RUSSIAN 
RESEARCH CENTER AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY, AS THEY APPEARED IN 
THE NE'! REPUSLIC !iAGAZINE. 

es 

“MASTERS OF SADDLE’ SY JANES P. DEGNAN; CHARPERS) 

A MOVE TO BRING DACK GOOD, CLEAR USE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
HAS RECEIVED ANOTHER BOOST. FOR YEARS, ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PURISTS HAVE LAMENTED OVER THE MISUSE AND OVERUSE OF WORDS. 
MANY ARE GUILTY, REGARDLESS OF HOW MUCII FORIIAL EDUCATION 
THEY HAVE. IN FACT, SOME OF THE MOST FORI;ALLY-EDUCATED 


AMERICANS ARE ANONG THE MOST SERIOUS OFFENDERS. 


THAT'S THE ASSESSiIEt'T OF COLLEGE PROFESSOR JAMES DEGNAN 
WHITING IN THE CURRENT ISSUE OF HARPERS MAGAZINE. \IHAT HE 
WRITES HAS BEEN SAID CEFORE, GUT HE GIVES SOME AMUSING NEV! 
EXANPLES OF HO!!! ACADEIiICS TEND TO CLOUD-UP AND CHOKE THE 


LIFE OUT OF SENTENCES EXPRESSING RELATIVELY SIMPLE THOUGHTS. 


DEGNAI! LAGELS THESE JARGON=HUNGRY STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 
"STRAIGHT-A ILLITERATES." IN THE ACADEMIC WORLD THEY'RE 
THE BEST IN THEIR FIELD. BUT THEY LIVE IN AN ENVIRONMENT 


WHICH CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO THEIR LITERARY HEALTH: 


"THE MAJOR CAUSE OF SUCII ILLITERACY IS THE STUFF -- THE 
TEXTBOOKS AND THE PROFESSICIIAL JOURNALS -=- THE STRAIGHT-A 
ILLITERATE IS FORCES TO READ DURING HIS YEARS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION, HE LEARIIS TO RITE GIBBERISH BY READING IT, 


AND BY BEING TAUGHT TO ADMIRE IT AS PROFUNDITY." 
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EDITOR: EXAMPLES ABOUND Il! QUARTCALIES AND TEXTBOOKS OF EVERY 


ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE. | FOR EXAMPLE, DEGNAT CITES OBSCURE 


WORDS FOUND It! A TYPICAL SOCIOLOGY JOURMAL: 


"IM SUCH JRURNALS ... TWO THI'!IGS ARE NEVER DESCRIBED AS 
BEING ‘ALIKE." THEY ARE "HOMOLOGOUS' OR 'ISOHORPHIC.' 
NOR ARE THINGS SIMPLY "DIFFERENT." THEY ARE ‘ALLOTROPHIC.' 


IN SUCH JOURHALS, VIRITEPS MEVER 'DIVIDE' ANYTHING. THEY 


: "DICHOTONIZE' OR "DIFURCATE’ THINGS." 


EDITOR: BUT TO SUDDENLY STOP USIi!G DUBIOUS SYIHIONYIiS SUCH AS THESE 
HAY CAUSE ALL SORTS OF PROCLEHS, WRITES DEGNAN. FIRST OF 


ALL, THERE ‘JOULD HAVE TO SE CONFESSIONS OF GUILT: 


VOICE: “TO RECOGI'IZE THE TRUTH THAT WRITING WELL TENDS TO MEAN 
VRITING SIMPLY, CLEARLY, VIVIDLY, AND FORCEFULLY, WHETHER 
SUCH WRITING IS DONE 3Y A PHILOSOPHER OR AN ENGINEER; TO 
RECOGNIZE THE TRUTH! THAT, HAVING NOTHING TO SAY, ONE 
SHOULD REFRAIN FROIi USII!IG THOUSANDS OF \ORDS TO SAY IT; 
TO RECOGNIZE THE TRUT!! THAT PRETENTIOUS NONSENSE IS NOT 
PROFUNDITY, IS PATIIFUL FOR MANY, AND ... IS PERHAPS 
ECONOMICALLY DISASTEROUS. AS ONE OF THE MANY STRAIGHT-A 
ILLITERATES I HAVE KiO\'%! ONCE EXPLAINED, ‘IF IY FOLLO} 
YOUR ADVICE, I COULD NEVER WRITE THE 5,000-WORD TERI 
PAPERS THAT I Ali REGULARLY ASSIGNED; I COULD NEVER GET A 
FELLOWSHIP TO GRADUATE SCHOOL, OR A CONTRACT TO DO A 
TEXTBOOK, OR A DECENT JOC IN BUSINESS OR GOVERNMENT. WHAT 


YOU'RE ASKING IS JUST TOO MUCH. '" 


EDITOR: 
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WHAT DEGNAW IS ASKING FOR IS A RECIRTH IN THE USE OF THE 
DICTIONARY, Ti! SPITS OF THE FACT THAT IT itAY CAUSE A 


RECESSION It) THE PAPER Al'> PRIWTERS INK BUSTHESS. 


Oil... IT SHOULD CE NOTED THAT JANES DEGIIAT!'S ARTICLE IN 
HARPERS WAS ONLY ACOUT A PAGE AND ONE-HALF LONG. 


fe, 


YOU'VE BEEM LISTENING TO FRO THE IiAGAZINE RACK, SUMMARIES 
OF ARTICLES FRO: HAGAZINES PUCLISHED IN THE UNITED STATES. 
YOU HIEARD TODAY: OSSERVATIONS Ol! NATIONAL TRENDS IN THE 
SOVIET UlITOi, AMD ONE ANTS COMPLAINT ABOUT DETERIORATION 
IN PROPER ENGLISH LANGUAGT. JOIN US AGAIN CNEXT TIME) FOR 
ORG SELECTIONS ERO THE JIAGAZIME RACK. YOUR REPORTER 


VAS . 


K/PBM/PY/RTD 


